Hemifacial seizures due to ganglioglioma of cerebellum.
We present a male infant with hemifacial seizures refractory to antiepileptic medication. Hemifacial spasms around the left eye were frequent during wakefulness and sleep since birth. He also had mild psychomotor retardation. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) revealed a large tumor in the left middle cerebellar peduncle. Ictal single photon emission computed tomography (SPECT) and ictal (18)F-fluorodeoxyglucose [(18)F-FDG] positron emission tomography (PET) revealed hyperperfusion and hyper glucose metabolism at the tumor. Total removal of the tumor resulted in complete disappearance of hemifacial seizures and improved psychomotor development, indicating that the cerebellar tumor caused hemifacial seizures. A histopathological study confirmed that the tumor was a ganglioglioma. This case and the literature on similar cases indicated that this was a new epileptic syndrome originating in the cerebellum. Early diagnosis and early complete removal of the epileptogenic lesion should be recommended for this syndrome.